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 Processional Hymn TiS 221 

(Please stand if you are able) 

Glory to God on high!  Let heaven and earth reply, 

'Praise, praise his name!' Angels his love adore who all our sorrows 

bore, 

and saints cry evermore, 'Worthy the Lamb!' 

 

All those around the throne cheerfully join in one, 

praising his name;  we, who have felt his blood sealing our peace 

with God, 

sound his dear fame abroad, 'Worthy the Lamb! 

 

Join, all the ransomed race, our Lord and God to bless: 

praise, praise his name:  in him we will rejoice, making a cheerful 

noise, 

shouting with heart and voice, 'Worthy the Lamb!'  

 

Though we must change our place, yet we shall never cease 

praising his name: to him we'll tribute bring, hail him our gracious 

King, 

and with out ceasing sing, 'Worthy the Lamb!' 

 

Adapted from Felice Giardini 1716-96  James Allen 1734-1804 alt. CCLI 89587 

 

Sentence 

If you want to become a disciple of Jesus, deny yourself, take up your 

cross, and follow him. 

 Mark 8.34  

 

The Priest greets the people. 

Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins, 



whose mercy endures for ever. 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Let us pray: 

Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you,  

and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

  

Invitation to Confession 

‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one;  you shall love the 

Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 

your mind, and with all your strength.’ Jesus said:  ‘This is the great and 

first commandment.  And a second is like it: you shall love your 

neighbour as yourself’. 

 

Compassion and forgiveness belong to the Lord our God, though we 

have rebelled and wandered far off. 

 

Silence may be kept 

 Let us then ask for mercy, confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 

  

  



 

 Merciful God, 

our maker and our judge, 

we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

and in what we have failed to do: 

we have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves; 

we repent, and are sorry for all our sins. 

Father, forgive us, 

Strengthen us to love and obey you 

in newness of life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen.  

  

 Almighty God, 

who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith: 

pardon you and set you free from all your sins, 

strengthen you in all goodness 

and keep you in eternal life, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

  

Lord, have mercy   

Christ, have mercy 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 

The  Collect 

God of all times and places, in Jesus Christ, who was lifted up on the 

cross, you opened for us the path to eternal life:  grant that we, being 

born again of water and the Spirit, may joyfully serve you in newness of 

life and faithfully walk in your holy ways;  through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and for ever.         Amen. 

 



The Ministry of the Word 

 

The Old Testament Reading  Genesis 17. 1-7, 15-16    

…For the word of the Lord,   

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Psalm Reading  22.24-32 

 

The New Testament Reading   Romans 4. 13-25 

…For the word of the Lord, 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gospel Hymn   TiS 583 

'Take up your cross,' the Saviour said,  'if you would my disciple 

be; 

take up your cross with willing heart and humbly follow after me.'   

 

Take up your cross;  let not its weight fill your weak spirit with 

alarm; 

his strength shall bear your spirit up and brace your heart and 

nerve your arm. 

 

Take up your cross, nor heed the shame, and let your foolish pride 

be still: 

your Lord refused not even to die upon a cross, on Calvary's hill. 

 

Take up your cross, then, in his strength and calmly every danger 

brave; 

it guides you to a better home and leads to victory o'er the grave. 

 

Take up your cross and follow Christ, nor think till death to lay it 

down; 

for only those who bear the cross may hope to wear the glorious 

crown. 



Adapted from a melody in 'As Hymnodus Sacer', Leipzig, 1625   Charles William 

Everest   1814-77 alt.   CCLI 89587 

The Gospel Reading Mark 8. 31-38 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ… 

Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 

          Sermon. Message for The Second Sunday in Lent. Mark 8:31-

38. 28/2/21. 

Introduction. 

Cyclone Marcia! 

In 2015, Cyclone Marcia hit Rockhampton. I was Locum at the North 

Rockhampton Parish, and had bunkered down, solo, in the Rectory, 

away as advised, from the windows, and wrapped in a blanket. It was 

my first experience of a cyclone, and I hope, the last. 

It was a great help to know the Weather Bureau not only predicted, but 

tracked the movement of the cyclone, and we were ready. I was, 

however, ill prepared for 8 days without electricity! 

COVID-19! 

Last year, as COVID-19 spread, predictions were made, and precautions 

taken. Experts forecast a pandemic, predicting: millions would be 

affected, with many deaths. Restrictions were put in place, and a rebuke, 

even fines for those flouting the rules. The call went out: "Follow 

directions," no matter how costly or irksome. It will save lives! 

 



In today's Gospel Reading, Mark 8:31-38, there are three words from 

the paragraph above, which may help us as we hear the words of Jesus 

from the text, and then apply them for daily living: 

1. Prediction. (Mark 8:31-32a). 

2. Rebuke. (Mark 8:32b-33). 

3. Call. (Mark 8:34-38). 

 

Context... 

....is always important. We visited Chapter 8 of Mark recently, as a 

prelude to the transfiguration of Jesus in Chapter 9. In Chapter 8, as 

Jesus continues his ministry of preaching and healing, they find 

themselves at Caesarea Philippi, well north of the Sea of Galilee. Jesus 

asks his disciples: "Who do people say I am?" Suggestions are given: 

John the Baptist, Elijah, one of the prophets. It's Jesus second question 

which is crucial: "But who do you say that I am?" Peter's answer has 

echoed down through the centuries: "You are the Messiah," meaning 

"the Christ,"  the "Anointed One." 

Peter's declaration, often described as Peter's Confession, is the turning 

point in Mark's Gospel. Peter is right, yet for the moment they must 

remain silent and tell no one. 

And so we return to our Gospel Reading. 

 

1. Prediction. (Mark 8:31-32a). 

Jesus now makes a prediction, which is fundamental to his mission. He 

clearly, explicitly and plainly tells his disciples: he, "The Son of Man 

must undergo great suffering and be rejected by the elders, chief priests, 



and the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again. He said this 

quite openly." (v31-32a). 

We note Jesus prediction is a "must," not a "maybe."  

He says his suffering will be at the hands of respected religious 

authorities, not revolutionaries, radicals, anarchists, or terrorists. Yes, 

weak political leaders will collude once the mob is stirred. 

We know from our vantage point in history, the suffering, death and 

resurrection of Jesus did occur as Jesus predicted. The evidence points 

to it today, even his resurrection as the risen, living Lord, because Jesus 

indwells us through the Holy Spirit. 

 

Predictions Past and Present. 

We live in a world of predictions, some comforting, others destabilising. 

A medical doctor may make a diagnosis, and reassuringly predict a 

recovery. That's comforting. Yet a doctor may diagnose an incurable 

disease and predict a death. That's a shock. That's destabilising. 

Sometimes there is a remission, an extension of time. Like the weather 

forecast, a doctor's prediction has to allow for a certain uncertainty. 

Today, we need to test and discern with care, the predictions of our 

times. Scientific predictions, in relation to climate change need to be 

taken very seriously. Misinformation can lead to confusion, a 

destabilising. 

Among a plethora of predictions today, the Christian Church stand on a 

prediction from the lips of Jesus, which happened: he suffered greatly, 

he was rejected, he was killed, and, after three days, he rose again from 

the dead. 

This remains central to the gospel message. 



 

2. Rebuke. ( Mark 8:32b- 33). 

Peter is horrified at Jesus prediction. He takes Jesus aside and rebukes 

him: "God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you." (Matthew 

15:22). 

Yet Peter is in for a shock, a real dressing down from Jesus. Jesus' 

counter rebuke is severe: "Get behind me Satan! For you are setting 

your mind not on divine things but on human things." (v33). 

Jesus was right!  He did suffer, die and rise from the dead. 

Peter was wrong! 

 

Rebukes Past and Present. 

We all like Peter, get things wrong. We may think we are right, but in 

fact we may be wrong, and a good dose of humility helps us to accept 

this. 

We learn right and wrong from an early age. At a relatively simple 

level, at school, a tick on an exam paper means right, and an "X" means 

wrong. Correct/Incorrect. 

Life presents itself with occasions when we celebrate what is right in 

our lives, and confront what is wrong. Confession, repentance, 

forgiveness, and restitution are vital aspects of Christian living, as we 

deal with the need for righting wrongs. 

Yes, Jesus was right. Peter was wrong. Jesus did suffer, die and rise 

from the dead. And we Christians need to get it right, today! We stand 

rebuked, if we skate over core beliefs, and pick and choose. For some 

the supernatural bodily resurrection of Jesus is a challenge. We need to 



affirm the Father's plan, predicted by Jesus, that salvation for the human 

race came through his suffering, death, and his resurrection. This is the 

constant message we proclaim. To slacken off and suggest alternatives 

would invite rebuke.  

We need to get it right. 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

3. Call. (Mark 8:34-38). 

Jesus calls the crowd to him with his disciples. He issues a great 

challenge, a call: "If any want to become my followers, let them deny 

themselves and take up their cross and follow me." (v34). It's a radical 

message. Jesus goes on to say that to save one's life is to lose it, but to 

lose ones life for Jesus sake and the gospel, is to find it. And to be 

ashamed, embarrassed, or to compromise Jesus words is to invite shame 

when Jesus, "the Son of Man comes in the Father's glory..." (v38). 

 

Calls Past and Present. 

Our mobile phones allow us to call and be called, almost anywhere, 

anytime. We have our Favourites, our Recents, and our Contacts, all 

locked in, at our fingertips. 

We need to have at our fingertips, and within our hearts, God's call to us 

through his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord:  

Deny self. 



Take up your cross. 

Follow me. 

Saying "no" to self is costly. Dietrich Bonhoeffer, was killed by the 

Nazis in World War II. A Lutheran Pastor, he said: "When Christ calls a 

man (or woman) he bids him come and die." For Bonhoeffer there was 

no such thing as "cheap grace," only "costly grace." And for him, to die 

was to live. 

We too die, die to sin in order to live; to rise to the new life of joy and 

freedom, as we find that life, in and through the risen Christ. 

For us to deny self, to die to self and follow Jesus, there is a unique 

necessity in taking up our cross. 

It indicates we are followers of the "Suffering Christ," and therefore 

members of the "Suffering Church." The Church is constantly called to 

bear witness in a suffering world, as we identify with suffering, and 

seek to address that suffering, as agents of healing. 

To take up our cross therefore has a profound meaning for us. 

And to endure our own cross, our own suffering, whatever that burden 

may be, is to find us closer to Christ, as Christ himself lifts us closer to 

his cross; the burden is shared, and there is no shame, only joy, when 

Christ the Son of Man "comes in the glory of his Father with the holy 

angels." (v38). 

 

Conclusion. 

If we began with a context of Peter's confession, his declaration before 

Jesus: "You are the Messiah," we now find ourselves in the presence of 

Jesus, as we also declare: "You are the Messiah." 



All the predictions came to pass. By faith and trust, we too believe. 

Even in our own times of rebuke, our own failure to get it right, 

nevertheless we still answer the call, and declare with Peter: "Jesus, you 

are the Messiah." And to him be all praise. (v38). Amen. 

 

Rev'd Paul Robertson. 

Locum. 

 

After the Sermon there may be a time of quiet reflection. 

                                              

 

Let us together affirm the faith of the Church. 

 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 



he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge 

the living and the dead 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son  

is worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Christ our Lord.   Amen 

The Prayers of the People. 

 

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ has promised that you will hear us 

when we as in faith: receive the prayers we offer. 

 

For the nations: Lord, 

give wisdom to the leaders of the nations in the quest for peace, justice 

and mutual trust. We give thanks that the Government of Australia has 

resolved the dispute with Facebook. Alert people everywhere to real and 

potential dangers as Big Tech companies exercise their power in the 

social media. 

 

Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 

 



For the Church: Lord, 

we commend to your care and protection, the Worldwide Anglican 

Communion; strengthen the 41 member provinces, and six extra 

provincial churches. Empower them to be effective witnesses in 

proclaiming your "Good News." 

Inspire with your indwelling Holy Spirit, the bishops, clergy and people 

of the Diocese of Newcastle, granting a special wisdom to those elected 

to serve on the diocesan Synod. Guide your servant Kate and her family 

as they settle into their new home at the Lambton Rectory. Be with the 

Parish Executive as the planning is finalised for the Commissioning on 

Tuesday night. 

 

Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 

 

For the Community: Lord, 

grant a greater resolve in communities across Australia, to address and 

prevent acts of sexual violence and harassment, both in domestic 

situations and in the workplace. Help us all to raise moral and ethical 

standards in public and private life. Give courage to survivors of abuse 

to speak out. Keep them safe, and protect those who remain vulnerable 

to predatory behaviour. 

 

Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 

 

For those in need: Lord, 

in your mercy bring healing to the sick, especially those suffering from 

the effects of the COVID-19 virus. Give comfort to the many who are 

bereaved. Protect health care workers. Guard those who are producing 

and distributing vaccines. Have compassion on those known to us who 

are in any kind of need at this time. 

 

Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 



 

Thanksgiving for the faithful departed: Lord, 

we praise you for all your servants  whose lives have honoured Christ. 

Encourage us by their example, so that we may run with perseverance 

the face that lies before us, and share with them the fullness of joy in 

your kingdom. 

Hear us, Father, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

 

who lives and reigns with you 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against any 

one;  so that your Father also who is in heaven may forgive you your 

trespasses.  Mark 11.25   

Let us pray. 

We do not presume to come to your table, merciful Lord, 

trusting in our own righteousness, but in your manifold and great 

mercies. 

We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your 

table. 

But you are the same Lord whose nature is always to have mercy. 

Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear 

Son Jesus Christ, 

and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he 

in us.  Amen. 

 Greeting of Peace 

 Christ has reconciled us to God in one body by the cross. 

 We meet in his name and share his peace. 

  

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

 



Offertory Hymn  TiS 342 

 A thanksgiving offertory collection is received for the work of the 

Church.   

When I survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of glory 

died, 

my richest gain I count but loss, and pour contempt on all my pride. 

 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast save in the death of Christ my 

God; 

all the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to his blood. 

 

See from his head, his hands, his feet, sorrow and love flow mingled 

down; 

did e'er such love and sorrow meet, or thorns compose so rich a 

crown? 

 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were a present far too 

small: 

love so amazing, so divine demands my soul, my life, my all. 

Melody adapted by Edward Miller 1735-1807  Isaac Watts 1674-1748. CCLI 89587 

 

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. 

Through your goodness we have these gifts to share. 

Accept and use our offerings for your glory 

And for the service of your kingdom. 

Blessed be God for ever!   

  

The Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.   

  

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 



It is right to give our thanks and praise.   

  

All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, 

mighty Creator, everliving God. 

We give you thanks and praise for your Son,  

our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

who by the power of your Spirit was born of Mary 

and lived as one of us. 

He was tempted in every way as we are,  

yet he did not sin. 

By his death on the cross 

and rising to new life, 

he offered the one true sacrifice for sin 

and obtained an eternal deliverance for his people. 

By his grace we are able 

to triumph over every evil, 

and to walk in the way of his love. 

Therefore with angels and archangels, 

And with all the company of heaven, 

We proclaim your great and glorious name, 

for ever praising you and saying:   

  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.      

  

 Merciful God, we thank you for these gifts of your  

creation, 

this bread and wine, 

and we pray that by your Word and Holy Spirit, 



we who eat and drink them 

may be partakers of Christ’s body and blood. 

On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread; 

and when he had given you thanks 

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 

‘Take, eat.  This is my body given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me.’ 

After supper, he took the cup, 

and again giving you thanks he gave it to his disciples, saying, 

Drink from this, all of you. 

This is my blood of the new covenant 

shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
  

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

  

Therefore we do as our Saviour has commanded: 

proclaiming his offering of himself  

made once for all upon the cross, 

his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 

and looking for his coming again, 

we celebrate, with this bread and this cup, 

his one perfect and sufficient sacrifice 

for the sins of the whole world. 

  

Renew us by your Holy Spirit, 

unite us in the body of your Son, 

and bring us with all your people 

into the joy of your eternal kingdom; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

with whom, and in whom, 



in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, we worship you,  

Father, in songs of never-ending praise:    

  

Blessing and honour and glory and power 

are yours for ever and ever.  Amen.   
 

As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are confident to pray, 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial  

and deliver us from evil. 

For the Kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and 

forever.  Amen 
 

The Breaking of the Bread and the  

Communion 
  

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

We who are many are one body, 

For we all share in the one bread.   

  

Agnus Dei 

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace. 

Draw near with faith, to feed on Christ in your hearts with thanksgiving. 

 

Reflection Hymn TiS 607 

Make me a channel of your peace.  Where there is hatred let me 



bring your love;   

where there is injury, your pardon, Lord; and where there's doubt, 

true faith in you. 

 

O Master, grant that I may never seek so much to be consoled as to 

console, 

to be understood as to understand, to be loved, as to love with all my 

soul. 

 

Make me a channel of your peace.  Where there's despair in life, let 

me bring hope; 

where there is darkness, let me bring your light; and where there's 

sadness, ever joy. 

O Master… 

 

Make me a channel of your peace.  It is in pardoning that we are 

pardoned, 

in giving of ourselves that we receive, and in dying that we're born 

to eternal life. 

Sebastian Temple 1928- arr. Betty Pulkingham 1928- Based on an anonymous prayer 

(?French) c. 1900 CCLI 89587 

 

Prayer after Communion  

 God of mercy, may we who have shared in this holy meal know your 

forgiveness in our lives, 

bring your reconciliation to others, and be a sign of your wholeness in 

this broken world. 

 

..Most loving God, 

You send us into the world you love. 

Give us grace to go thankfully and with courage in the power of 

your Spirit. 

 

The Blessing  

Christ our Saviour draw you to himself, that you may find in him 



crucified 

a sure ground for faith, a firm support for hope and the assurance of sin 

forgiven;  

and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.  Amen. 

  

 Recessional Hymn TiS 611 (Tune 142) 

God of grace and God of glory, on your people pour your power; 

now fulfil your Church's story, bring the bud to glorious flower. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for the facing of this hour. 

 

See the hosts of evil round us scorn your Christ, assail his ways. 

Fears and doubts too long have bound us; free our hearts to work 

and praise. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for the living of these days. 

 

Cure your children's warring madness;  bend our pride to your 

control; 

shame our wanton selfish gladness, rich in things and poor in soul. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, lest we miss your kingdom's 

goal. 

 

Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore; 

let the gift of your salvation be our glory evermore. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, serving you whom we adore. 

Henry Thomas Smart 1813-79  Harry Emerson Fosdick 1878-1969 alt.   CCLI 89587 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ.  Amen  

 

CCLI Licence No. 89587 for the Anglican Parish of Lambton. 


